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have a faithful band of Buddhists in England, but British
exactitude would be gravely shocked if we treated Buddhism
as an English faith.   What must be noted, however, is that
all religions m India are in a state of unprecedented agitation.
The modern ferment is at  their doors.  Beliefs that have
weathered life for a thousand years are fissured in disintegration.
Western science may have clarified our material circumstance
but it has plunged our spiritual affairs into darkness and
confusion.   We in the West are a stolid people.   Many of
us have turned God into a political theorem; some of us have
even made Him a dictator.   We can do so without tearing
logic up by the roots because we believe that logic has no
right to be logic unless it can turn and rend itself.  But the
East is different.  It has never been logical and, therefore, it
respects logic.   It has been wise enough to regard truth as
beyond the sophistries of man, and therefore, when man
chews up truth as a jackal chews up a pullet's leg the East
is revolted.  It is revolted now.   It sees Christianity as a lame
duck in a devil's garden being fed on scraps of convenience,
and wonders when it will be forced to do the same thing with
Hinduism, Mohammedanism, Jaimsm and Sikhism.  The
East is too naive to see that a religion that is reasonable is a
religion that is essentially unreasonable, since man's reason is
about as perfect as his morality; and so it becomes quite
ashamed when you tell it that there are no signs of God in
the Pleiades or in the pineal gland.  That the world has been
made by Ganges silt and Thames mud instead of by lovely
and exalted concepts is to it a degrading discovery; but what
can the poor East do when reason is on the side of the victorious
West 5  The West has declared that God is reason; God,
therefore,  must be  making  a new revelation.   Thus are
Eastern religions trembling; they are like nervous sheep with
dogs everywhere.